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 GUIDE TO THE SOCCER SOUTH BAY REFEREE ASSOCIATION

May 2011
   Introduction. This guide is intended as a ready reference source of information into the workings of the Soccer South Bay Referee Association (SSBRA), both for new members and for those old members who require reminders.

   Topics covered. How to join; dues; the roster; the Bylaws; the Board of Directors; meeting schedules; game assignments; the soccer leagues currently serviced and game procedures; fee schedules for officiating; requirement for certification; and referee attire.

I    JOINING SSBRA

   How to Join. If you are not yet a Member of SSBRA and wish to join, you can obtain an application form from ssbra.org, or one of the officers, that you must fill out and submit together with a check for the first year’s dues.

   Where to Send It. Applications for membership are to be sent to the Association’s address, P.O. Box 10466, Torrance, CA 90505. 

   What Happens Next. Each application is promptly evaluated and voted on by the association’s Board of Directors upon its receipt. The prospective new Member will be notified of the Board’s decision by the Secretary. In the rare event you are not immediately accepted for membership, the check will be returned with an explanation. Alternatively, more information may be requested.

II   YEARLY DUES

   How Much. The current yearly dues are $85 for all members with a valid e-mail address, and $95 for those without an e-mail address (in order to cover the additional cost of mailing and handling). Of this amount, $25 will be refunded to the new Member upon completion of the mandatory SSBRA new Member instruction class.
   When Payable. Dues are payable by July 1 for the following 12 months. There is a 2-month grace period for payment. Members whose dues are delinquent after the grace period may be dropped from the membership roster and may not receive game assignments.  

   Waiver of Dues. Upon Board approval, dues are waived for youth referees. Youth referees are those that are less than 18 years old on July 1 of the current year, regardless of whether they are attending school or not. In addition, there is in place a New Member Incentive (NMI) program to waive one year’s dues for those members who have recruited new paying members in the previous year. Other waivers may be made as deemed appropriate by the Board.

   Dues Adjustments. Those joining the Association between January and June of each year may have their dues waived for the next 12-month period after July 1.

III   THE ROSTER

   What and Who. The roster is a list of the names and addresses of all members, and is maintained by the Members themselves at ssbra.org and by the Secretary.

   Availability. A current copy of the roster may be obtained from ssbra.org. The Secretary or Member at Large at any time, upon request, will be glad to help anyone having a problem accessing the roster. Keeping an up-to-date copy for reference is recommended in order to facilitate direct contact between members for carpooling to games, handling getting lost going to fields, other late arrival situations, and team coordination.

   Confidentiality. The roster is confidential, and may be used only in connection with Association business. It may not be distributed outside SSBRA without prior permission of the Board.

IV   BYLAWS

   What and How. The Bylaws of the Association contain the rules and regulations governing the Association, its purposes, its makeup, meeting frequency, members’ code of conduct, uniform requirements, and general operating procedures. The Bylaws include a provision for making changes to its contents several times a year.

   Availability. A copy of the current Bylaws may be obtained from ssbra.org. The Secretary or Member at Large, upon request, will help anyone having problems accessing the bylaws.

V   BOARD OF DIRECTORS

   Officers. Current elected officers as of this date are (see ssbra.org for a current list):

             President: Warren Howell (SSBRAPresident@aol.com)
             Vice President: Ralph Quirox (Ralph@senderex.com)
             Secretary: Deepika “Pika” Saluja (pikas21@gmail.com)
             Treasurer: Steve Brandon (lbsu57@yahoo.com)

At Large: Vince Delmonico (del4220@aol.com)
    Members. Appointed members of the Board are:

            Assignor: Bill Cook (cobstc@earthlink.net)

Training: Larry Stern (lhstern@yahoo.com)
Past President: (currently vacant)

Web Master: (currently vacant) 

 VI   MEETINGS

   Monthly Meetings.  The general membership of the Association meets 10 times a year at North Torrance High School on 182nd Street near Yukon, in the library. Meetings are not held in July and December. All meetings are on the last Tuesday of each month.
   Annual General Meeting. The AGM is held in May (usually at a site other than North Torrance High School) to fill those offices that become vacant every two years, and also to consider and vote on proposed Bylaw changes. Following this event is a party hosted by the Association. The AGM starts at 7:00 p.m., whereas all other monthly meetings start at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise scheduled.

   Nominations and Bylaw Changes. Candidates may be nominated during the April or May meetings. Proposed changes to the Bylaws must be proposed in writing as specified in the bylaws, with certain exceptions approved by the President.  
   Schedule. Dates, times, and agendas are published in the Flag and Whistle, the Association’s monthly newsletter. Officiating instruction by the Training Director or by invited experts is a mainstay of the agenda. Current and past editions of the Flag and Whistle newsletter are available at ssbra.org. 

   Board Meetings. The Board of Directors meets regularly every month, and at other times as deemed necessary by the President, to conduct the business of the Association.

VII   AVAILABILITY AND GAME ASSIGNMENTS

   Availability Form. Each member is expected to fill out and return an electronic availability form (provided via an e-mail link) as provided, or in some other way communicate his/her availability to the Assignor.  An e-mail to the Assignor stating any special requests or problems, in addition to the electronic form is adequate. 

   Presumption of Availability. The Assignor will presume that any member not indicating availability on the electronic form is not available. It is each member’s responsibility to acknowledge receipt of assignments (see procedure below) and to keep his/ her availability status current by contacting the Assignor as soon as any change occurs, either way.

  Assignments.   The Assignor and automated Emails to the Members make notification of all assignments. The assignor may be reached at 310-316-0808, or at cobstc@earthlink.net. 

   How Assignments Are Set. Assignments are based on matching the games to be covered with those referees who are available, along with the rating/ranking of each referee’s ability to cover the competition level of a particular game, and other factors at the discretion of the Assignor. 

   Rankings. These rankings are adjusted regularly based on various factors, such as experience, knowledge of the Laws, fitness and dependability. These factors may be discussed with the Assignor on an individual basis, along with feedback on how to improve one’s ranking.  
   Failure to Confirm. Failure to promptly confirm one’s assignments by the Wednesday before each weekend may lead to reassignment of games without notice. It is of course highly undesirable to require the Assignor to deal with a large number of late reassignments. 

    Failure to Honor Game Assignments. Not showing up at a game that you have been assigned, after confirming that assignment, is considered by SSBRA a serious breach of proper conduct, since it results in other members being forced to cover extra games at the last minute, or some games to be uncovered. Such poor performance reflects on the Association and its membership as a whole, and may affect whether SSBRA receives future assignments from league and tournament organizers. 

   Sanctions for No-shows. Fines or suspensions may be levied by the Board in cases of lateness and/or no-shows per the Bylaws, subject to appeal by the sanctioned member.

   Assignment Notifications. Assignments for Coast Soccer League games are given out as follows: Members receive an e-mail from the assignor stating that games may have been assigned to them, and instructing them to go to the Web site coastsoccer.com/referees for details. Each Member will be given a log-on name and password by the Assignor (the password may be changed by the Member at any time, along with other personal information on the page) after first signing on. The games, teams, times, fields, directions to the fields, competition level and names of the other referees in the team are given.
   Accepting an Assignment. To accept the assignment, the member clicks on accept. If declining, you must telephone or e-mail the Assignor of that fact. This must be done as soon as possible to permit games to be reassigned promptly. Unconfirmed assignments create undesirable stress and last-minute work by the Assignor.

   Other Leagues and Tournaments. For non-CSL games and non-Spring league games, the SSBRA assignment system is used. The member receives an e-mail with a link to a separate page which allows both accepts and declines. The applicable site is:  http://www.ssbra.org/.

    Rainouts. Game cancellations due to wet fields are commonplace. In rainy weather, referees should determine if their games have been cancelled or rescheduled before going to the fields by checking their e-mails, the league Web sites, their answering machines, their wives/husbands, their children, the Assignor, or any other source of relevant information.

VIII   LEAGUES SERVICED BY SSBRA

  Coast Soccer League. CSL is the main youth league in the Southern California area, consisting of over 1500 teams in divisions from under-9 to under-19 for both boys and girls, and in multi-skill levels from “bronze” to “gold” to “premier.” Fields span geographically from Santa Paula to Palm Desert and from Lancaster to San Juan Capistrano. SSBRA’s area is (of course) the South Bay, centered in Torrance and extending from Santa Monica to Long Beach. 

   A handbook published every year by the league and distributed to all SSBRA members covers league regulations and game procedures, lists of teams and their contacts, directions to all fields, etc. The Web site at coastsoccer.com  has current information on team standings, player/coach misconduct and so on.

 Detailed Game Procedures. The current procedure is for the referees to collect three copies of the player/official rosters for each team from the home team plus a stamped preprinted envelope in which to mail the completed game report to the league. Also to be collected are the fees from each team (in cash) plus the ID cards for the players. The coach must show the referee a “coach” card for that team per current CSL directive. If at the start or during the game the only team officials with these cards leave the area for any reason, the match must be stopped immediately and the game report filled out accordingly.

   Team Check-in. The referees will check in the home team by matching each player, his ID card to the game roster, checking off each player and coach. Players not expected to be present must be crossed out. The referees will then repeat the process with the visiting team, using the same game roster. At the end of the match, the referee must fill in the score and any necessary comments, including red and yellow cards issued, and sign all three copies, have the coaches sign only the top copy, which is mailed to the league, and give each team one of the other two copies. The ID cards are then returned to the teams, except those of any individuals involved in serious or violent behavior, in accordance with current CSL policy
   Game Ball. The home team must supply the game ball (and any backups) and has choice of sidelines. Kickoff is determined by standard FIFA coin flip. 

   Laws of the Game. The CSL conforms to FIFA’s Laws of the Game with certain minor exceptions having to do with substitutions and durations of games. The league handbook is the final authority for these matters.

   Other leagues. Currently, SSBRA has a standing contract to officiate at men’s games of the Japanese League (J-League), which holds its matches at Santiago High School in Garden Grove. Directions to this field may be obtained from the Assignor or the Secretary. These games are usually played on Saturdays. In addition, the J-League occasionally assigns SSBRA some of its youth games. SSBRA also regularly officiates at the SBPSL Men’s matches, South Bay Sports, Manhattan Beach 7v7, Beverly Hills 7v7 and the Spring League (which is associated with CSL but has its own system, that varies somewhat from season to season).

   Tournaments. SSBRA is frequently invited to officiate at tournaments of the California Youth Soccer Association-South (CYSA-S) at more distant locations, such as Bakersfield, Lancaster, Moorpark, Capistrano, etc. SSBRA also officiates at other tournaments for various organizations from time to time.
IX   FEE SCHEDULE

  Officiating Fee Schedule.   A current fee schedule for officiating games in the various age groups and leagues is available at ssbra.org. Note that some youth tournaments pay at the standard CSL rate, while others have other (lower or sometimes higher) rates. Non-CSL and State/National Cups either pay referees on the fields, or directly to the Association, in which case the Treasurer later makes payment to individual Members. 

X   BADGE/REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

   Affiliated Games. All USSF-affiliated games require that referees be USSF-certified and wearing the appropriate badge (current year badge if possible). This includes CSL matches as well as CYSA-S-sponsored tournaments. Successfully completing the Live Scan process is also required for any affiliated youth matches, which is the responsibility of the Member to arrange (help and advice are available from the Board). USSF badges and registration are obtained by each individual member in a process involving the CYSA-S office and the national headquarters of the USSF. Paperwork and fees go directly to the CYSA-S office. Cross-certifying from AYSO to USSF is available. Assignment by SSBRA to affiliated games cannot be given to non-certified members.

   Maintaining Grade or Upgrading. There are both annual renewal requirements and upgrading procedures that must be followed, depending on one’s present level. These include training, written and physical fitness tests and field assessments. Members are encouraged to upgrade to higher levels, and SSBRA can assist in this by scheduling assessments, assigning appropriate games, etc. At a minimum, all members must keep their certifications current.     

   Non-affiliated Games. For games under the sponsorship of leagues not affiliated with USSF (such as the J-League), the referees must wear an SSBRA badge. These badges may be obtained from the Member at Large or Secretary at no charge.

XI   OTHER REMINDERS

   Arrival at Games. All referees are required to arrive at their assigned field at least 30 minutes before their first game to allow sufficient time for pre-game coordination and formalities and field inspection. Pre- and post-game tasks and paperwork are considered to be an important part of the referee’s duties and are to be carried out in a professional manner and as required by the rules of the particular competition. 

   Referee Attire. Referee teams must wear matching USSF shirts in one of the four approved colors. SSBRA encourages the use of “official” shirts with the USSF logo on the sleeve, rather than “off” brands, in order to insure close color matching. Note that USSF-logo shirts are mandatory in any case at certain tournaments. The rest of the referee uniforms must be in good condition and conformity. 

   Referees must arrive already in proper uniform and not change into their uniforms on the field. A cap may generally be worn, but only if it’s an all-black, no-logo baseball type. Some tournaments forbid use of caps as well as sunglasses.


